
 

 1 

INFOSOURCES.INFO/IRAN/NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/27/iran-has-long-accused-israel-
of-killing-its-nuclear-scientists	

	
Iranian scientist's death only the latest in long line of attacks blamed 
on Israel 
	

Oliver Holmes   27-11-2020 

 

Mohsen Fakhrizadeh may be the most senior Iranian nuclear scientist to have been assassinated but he 
is certainly not the first, joining at least four others during the past decade. 

In killings Iran said were aimed at sabotaging its nuclear energy ambitions – it does not acknowledge 
using the technology for weapons – the country has consistently pointed the finger at Israel, its regional 
arch-foe. 

Israel has long cited its enemy’s pledges to destroy it. It says, often without specifics, that it has the right 
to defend itself by blocking Iran from becoming a military nuclear power. The country’s foreign 
intelligence agency, Mossad, has a record of using targeted assassinations. 

Iranian scientist killings appear to have followed a pattern, often taking place as the men were on their 
way to or from work. 

In 2010, Masoud Ali Mohammadi, an expert on particle physics, was killed by a remote-control bomb 
strapped to a motorcycle as he was leaving his Tehran home. 

Later that year, another nuclear scientist, Majid Shahriar, died in similar manner when attackers rode up 
alongside him and stuck bombs to his car. Fereidoon Abbasi Davani, Iran’s atomic chief at the time, 
survived an assassination attempt that same day. Both men are believed to have worked with 
Fakhrizadeh. 

In 2011, Darioush Rezaeinejad, an academic whose affiliation to the country’s nuclear activities is 
disputed, was shot by gunmen riding on motorcycles. A year later, Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan, the deputy 
head of Iran’s uranium enrichment facility at Natanz, was killed in a magnetic bomb attack while he was 
driving his Peugeot 405 to work. 
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The Natanz nuclear power plant, whose deputy head, Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan, was killed in 
2012.Photograph: Atomic Energy Organization of Ir/AFP/Getty Images 

 

Israel has acknowledged pursuing covert operations against Iran’s nuclear program to gather 
intelligence. In 2018, the prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, said his government had acquired tens of 
thousands of documents from what he called Iran’s “Atomic Archives”. 

Fakhrizadeh’s death will inflame an Iranian Israeli conflict that has increasingly erupted into the open. 

In its war-torn neighbor, Syria, Israel has carried out hundreds of cross-borders strikes against Iran’s 
proxies, including the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, but also in recent years directly against Iranian 
forces. 

There have been dangerous confrontations closer to home too. In February 2018, the country said it 
downed an Iranian stealth drone entering Israeli-controlled airspace, which Israel later said was armed 
with explosives. 

Later that year, Israel accused Iran of firing a barrage of rockets from Syrian territory at its forces in the 
occupied Golan Heights. It was the first time Iran had fired rockets in a direct strike on Israeli forces, 
dramatically ratcheting up the conflict. 
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Darioush Rezaei Nejad 
 

• Darioush Rezaei Nejad (Persian: داژنییاضر شویراد ; 
c. 1976 (Abdanan) – 23 July 2011(Tehran). 
• An Iranian Nuclear Scientist, whose area of 
expertise is neutron transport and is known to 
be involved in Iran's nuclear program. 
• On the other hand, Rezaeinejad and co-author 
Mojtaba Dadashnejad had been doing research on 
high-voltage switches, that are used both in 
detonators for nuclear weapons and missiles and 
in many nonmilitary applications. 
• Rezaeinejad was killed by motorcycle borne 
gunmen in July 2011 outside the front gate of 
the family home, while he was driving home with 
his wife (Shohreh Pirani) after picking up their 

daughter, Armita, from kindergarten. His wife was also wounded in 
the attack. 

• Iran's intelligence minister, Heydar Moslehi, and other officials 
denied any links between Rezaeinejad and the nuclear program. 

• Rezaeinejad is the fourth scientist "allegedly associated" with 
Iran's nuclear program to have been killed by bomb, gunshot or 
poisoning since 2007. 

• On August 2, 2011, German news website Spiegel Online published an 
article named "Mossad Behind Tehran Assassinations, Says Source", 
claiming receiving information from "an Israeli intelligence 
source", linking Israeli Mossad to the assassination of Darioush 
Rezaeinejad, described as Iranian nuclear scientist. 

• However, news agencies later confirmed the victim was not the 
nuclear physicist, but Darioush Rezaeinejad, a postgraduate 
electrical engineering student at Tehran's K.N.Toosi University of 
Technology, who was waiting to defend his thesis. and working at a 
national security research facility. 

• According to Iran's Fars news, assassins might have confused 
Darioush Rezaeinejad with Dariush Rezaei Ochbelagh, specialist in 
nuclear reactors and an assistant professor at Amirkabir 
University. 

 



 

 1 

INFOSOURCES.INFO 

 
 
Fereidoun Abbasi-Davani 
 

Fereydoon Abbasi-Davani (Born:1958 
Abadan, Iran)	
• is an Iranian nuclear scientist who was head 
of Atomic Energy Organization from 2011 to 
2013. He survived an assassination attempt in 
2010 but was seriously wounded. 
• Holds a Ph.D. in nuclear physics from Amir 
Kabir University (AKU). 
 

• Abbasi is “listed in an annex to U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1747 of 24 March 2007, as a person involved in Iran’s nuclear or 
ballistic missile activities”.  

• Abbasi is described as a “Senior Ministry of Defence and Armed 
Forces Logistics (MODAFL) scientist with links to the Institute of 
Applied Physics, working closely with Mahabadi (also designated by 
the UN). 

• Abbasi has regularly been linked to Iran’s alleged efforts to make 
the nuclear weapon, a process called weaponization. According to 
an Institute for Science and International Security report citing 
an expert close to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
Abbasi was a key scientist in the alleged Iranian covert nuclear 
weapons program headed by Mohsen Fakhri zadeh-Mahabadi.  

• Abbasi personally directed work to calculate the yield of a nuclear 
weapon as well as work on high energy neutron sources. 

• Involved in the development of uranium mining and yellowcake 
production.	

• Has been associated with the Institute of Applied Physics (IAP).  
• Has served as a faculty member of Shahid Behesti University (SBU). 
• Researcher at Iran’s Institute for Studies in Theoretical Physics 

and Mathematics (IPM).  
• Assistant professor at Imam Hossein University (IHU), where he 

reportedly led the physics group. 
• Has also served at the Ministry of Science, Research, and 

Technology, Malek Ashtar University, and the Nuclear SocietY.  
• Reportedly has been involved in plans to enrich uranium using 

lasers. 
• Research activities have included nuclear targets for neutron 

production, electron linear accelerators, software to calculate  
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nuclear radiation, plasma focus devices, and alpha spectrometry 
studies. 

• Reportedly has been a member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) since the 1979 Iranian Revolution. 
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Majid Shahriari 
 

• Majid Shahriari (c. 1966 Zanjan – 29 November 
2010 Tehran)  
• Spouse Dr. Behjat Ghasemi (m. ?–2010) 
• Nuclear engineer who worked with the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran. 
• Professor of Nuclear Science and Technology 
at the Shahid Beheshti University of Tehran,  
• Theorist and the founder of 20% enrichment 

of Iran's nuclear industry. 
• Specialized in neutron transport, a phenomenon that lies at the 

heart of nuclear chain reactions in reactors and bombs.  
• According to The Guardian, he "had no known links to banned nuclear 

work".  
• According to Al Jazeera he "was a quantum physicist and was not a 

political figure at all" and he "was not involved in Iran's nuclear 
program". 

• According to Time magazine, Majid Shahriari and Aria Tahami were 
"the top scientist and senior manager of Iran's nuclear program". 

• Some Iranian media reports said he taught at the Supreme National 
Defense University, which is run by the Iranian Army, according to 
the New York Times. Shahriari published dozens of esoteric 
conference reports and peer-reviewed articles on nuclear research. 

• He was also allegedly Iran's "top Stuxnet expert". 
• He was also one of the two Iranian members of the International 

Centre for Synchrotron-Light for Experimental Science Applications 
in the Middle East, beside Masoud Ali Mohammadi, another 
assassinated scientist. 

• was assassinated on November 29, 2010: unidentified assailants 
riding motorcycles launched separate bomb attacks, killing 
Shahriari and injuring nuclear scientist Fereydoon Abbasi, a 
professor at Shahid Beheshti University where Shahriari also 
taught. Dr. Abbasi's wife was also hurt. The killers had attached 
bombs to the professors' cars and detonated them from a distance. 

• Time magazine ran an article questioning whether this action was 
perpetrated by Mossad (Israel's external intelligence service). 
According to The Daily Telegraph (UK), Israel allegedly planned to 
conduct covert operations against Iran, including assassinations. 

• Tehran nuclear site was officially renamed after him after his 
assassination. 
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Masoud Ali Mohammadi 
 

• Masoud Ali mohammadi (Persian: یدمحمیلع دوعسم , 
24 August 1959 – 12 January 2010) 
• Ali Mohammadi entered Shiraz University in 
1978 where he obtained his BSc in 1985. He 
subsequently moved to the Sharif University of 
Technology in Tehran, to study for his MSc in 
Physics. In 1988 he began with his PhD studies 
at this University as one of its first PhD 
students in physics. He obtained his PhD there 
in 1992. 
• He published some 53 articles and letters 

in peer-reviewed academic journals and wrote and translated 
several physics textbooks, including Modern Quantum Mechanics, 
revised edition, by J. J. Sakurai, which he translated from 
English into Persian in collaboration with Hamid reza Moshfegh. 

• He was a quantum field theorist with interests in such diverse 
fields as Condensed matter physics (Quantum Hall effect in curved 
geometries), cosmology (modified gravity, dark energy, etc.) 
and string theory. Quantum field theory is a subject matter quite 
distinct from nuclear physics, nuclear engineering in general, 
and nuclear weapons and nuclear power. Iran's Atomic Energy 
Agency has in an official statement rejected media reports that 
Ali mohammadi was associated with Iran's nuclear program. 
However, in an interview published in the Christian Science 
Monitor in July 2014, his widow Mansoureh Karami spoke of his 
"top secret nuclear work". 

• Ali mohammadi was a Council Member of International Centre for 
Synchrotron-Light for Experimental Science Applications in the 
Middle East.  

• He was a professor at Tehran University's Physics faculty.  
• Some sites claimed he was a professor at Imam Hossein University. 

but Iranian analyst Muhammad Sahimi writes "He was not affiliated 
with the IRGC-controlled universities, namely Malek-e Ashtar and 
Emam Hossein universities." 
 

• Ali Moghari, the director of the science department of Tehran 
University, described Mr. Ali Mohammadi as an "apolitical 
professor". "He was a well-known professor but was not 
politically active."  

• Ahmad Shirzad (reformist member of the 6th Iranian Parliament, 
professor of physics in Isfahan and Masoud Ali mohammadi's close  
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friend) writes "In general his beliefs and actions were close to 
that of moderate Muslims... Shirzad adds that Ali mohammadi told 
him how he and his students took part in 2009 Iranian election 
protests, 16 June. 

• Mohammadi was among 240 university professors who signed a letter 
before the 2009 Presidential Election expressing support for the 
main opposition candidate, Mir Hossein Moussavi. 
 

• He was married to Mansoureh Karami (Persian: یمرك هروصنم ) before his 
assassination. 
 

• He was assassinated on the morning of 12 January 2010 (some 
minutes before 8 o'clock, local time) in front of his home in 
Tehran	(in Gheytariyeh neighbourhood of northern Tehran), while 
leaving for university. Majid Jamali Fashi (a licensed martial 
arts coach) was convicted of his killing and executed on 15 May 
2012. 
 

• Iranian state media accused Israel, and the US of responsibility, 
while the US State Department called the allegation "absurd". 
Ynetnews stated that "there is no known connection between his 
participation" in the SESAME, an international synchrotron-
radiation facility located in Jordan, and the assassination. 
According to US intelligence sources, Israel is running a secret 
war against Iran, among techniques used are the killing of 
important persons in the Iranian atomic energy program. 
 
 

• On 25 January 2010, Iran summoned the Swiss ambassador to Iran, 
who is representing the interests of United States in Iran, 
demanding the extradition of individuals associated with U.S. 
based Tondar group, whom Iran believes are behind the bombing. 
 

• Timesonline described his burial arrangement as "Supporters of 
Iran’s regime hijacked the funeral." 
 

• According to television network Press TV, The Iran Royal 
Association, an "obscure" group seeking the restoration of the 
monarchy, claimed that its "Tondar Commandos" are behind the 
assassination. 

• An anonymous former senior official expressed doubt about the 
official account of Ali Mohammadi's assassination, and expressed 
concern that the assassination could be used as an excuse for 
violence against opposition protesters( False flag) 

• Iranian analyst Muhammad Sahimi thinks it unlikely that the 
murder was directed against Iran's nuclear program as it is 
engineers, not nuclear physicists, who are "leading" that  
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program, and in any case Ali Mohammadi's research was in the 
general area of particle physics, "which is of a fundamental, 
rather than practical nature". Ali-Mohammadi was also not under 
contract with Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, according to 
its spokesman Ali Shirzadian, nor was he affiliated with the 
universities under the control of the Revolutionary Guard (Malek-
Ashtar University of Technology and Imam Hossein University). 
 

• Opposition groups who monitor Hezbollah, the militant Lebanese 
movement, in Tehran, claim that a member of Hezbollah, known by 
his pseudonym "Abu Nasser", was photographed at the scene of the 
explosion in Tehran’s affluent Gheytarih suburb. 
 

• According to Iranian Israeli analyst Meir Javedanfar, It is 
"possible that Mohammadi was assassinated by a foreign 
intelligence agency" with the aim of stopping the Iranian nuclear 
program and also causing embarrassment for the government of 
Ahmadinejad. 

• On the other hand, Al Jazeera reported that authorities on 
condition of anonymity have confirmed his involvement with 
Iranian nuclear program. The Economist also quoted anonymous 
Western sources describing him as "one of the most important 
people involved in the [nuclear] programme". It was also reported 
that he was a professor at Tehran University's Physics faculty as 
well as a professor at the IRGC run, Imam Hossein University 
which houses a physics research center apparently under control 
of the IRGC. There were also reports of a decapitation program as 
part of a covert war against Iran, with the aim of assassinating 
people that are or have been involved with Iranian nuclear 
program, much like a similar successful program conducted in 
Iraq, resulting in assassination of hundreds of Iraqi scientists. 
There were also reports of Israel's involvement in these covert 
actions, while other reports suggested the creation of a joint 
assassination team put together by western democracies to 
neutralize Iranian scientists and engineers. 

• An article in Time magazine claimed that a Western intelligence 
source confirmed the truth of the confession of Majid Jamali 
Fashid, who said he assassinated Masoud Ali mohammadi on behalf 
of Mossad, Israel. The source confirmed that Iranian intelligence 
has cracked one cell trained and equipped by Mossad and blamed a 
"third country" for exposing the cell. 
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Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan 
 
 

• Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan (Persian: یفطصم 
نشور یدمحا , 1979 or 1980 – 11 January 2012)  

• An Iranian nuclear scientist.  
• Ahmadi-Roshan, age 32, was a graduate 
of Sharif University. 
• He supervised a department at the 
Natanz uranium enrichment facility, 
located in Isfahan province, where he was 
a deputy director for commercial affairs. 
• Ahmadi-Roshan's wife is Fatemeh Bolouri 

Kashani, a chemistry graduate from the Sharif University of 
Technology.  
 

• The Guardian reported that Ahmadi-Roshan was a chemistry expert 
specializing in: "making polymeric membranes for gaseous diffusion, 
part of the process needed for the enrichment of uranium." 

• He was killed in a bomb blast near Gol Nabi Street, in North Tehran, 
on 11 January 2012: The Fars News Agency reported that he and his 
driver, who later died in hospital from injuries sustained in the 
explosion, were killed by magnetic bombs attached to the car by 
two assailants. 

• The Iranian government has blamed Israel and the United States for 
the killings. 

• On 14 January 2012, Iran sent a diplomatic message to the United 
States government, through the Swiss embassy in Tehran, claiming 
that it had direct evidence of the CIA's involvement in the 
assassination of Ahmadi-Roshan. 

• A month after Ahmadi-Roshan's assassination, NBC News wrote: Deadly 
attacks on Iranian nuclear scientists are being carried out by an 
Iranian dissident group that is financed, trained and armed by 
Israel’s secret service, U.S. officials tell NBC News, confirming 
charges leveled by Iran’s leaders.	 

• The Natanz nuclear facility was officially renamed for him 
following his assassination. 

• On March 2012, Rahim Makhdoomi published a memoir about her son, 
Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan, titled I, Mostafa's Mother (Persian: ردام نم 

یفطصم  Man Madar-e Mostafa).). 
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